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alive, and you bring fifty witnesses to swear it: I answer, " Why do you not produce the man ?" ' This is an argument founded upon one of the first principles of the laiv of evidence, which Gilbcrf would have held to be irrefragable.
I do not think it incumbent on me to give any precise decided opinion upon this question, as to which I believe more than some, and less than others2. The subject appears to have now become very uninteresting to the publick. That Fingal is not from beginning to end a translation from the Gallick, but that some passages have been supplied by the editor to connect the whole, I have heard admitted by very warm advocates for its authenticity. If this be the case, why are not these distinctly ascertained ? Antiquaries, and admirers of the work, may complain, that they arc in a situation similar to that of the unhappy gentleman, whose wife informed him, on her death-bed, that one of their reputed children was not his; and, when he eagerly begged her to declare which of them it was, she answered, 'That you shall never know ;' and expired, leaving him in irremediable doubt as to them all.
I beg leave now to say something upon second sight, of which I have related two instances", as they impressed my mind at the time. I own, I returned from the Hebrides with a considerable degree of faith in the many stories of that kind which I heard with a too easy acquiescence, without any close examination of the evidence: but, since that time, my belief in those stories has been much weakened1, by reflecting on the careless inaccuracy of narrative in common matters, from which we may certainly conclude that there may be the same in what is more extraordinary. It is but just, however, to add, that the belief in second sight is not peculiar to the Highlands and Isles'.
' Lord Chief Baron Geoffrey Gilbert published in 1760 a book on the Law of Evidence.                                           * See ante, ii. 345.
3 Three instances, ante, pp. 182, 364.                   * See ante, ii. 363.
' An instance is given in Sacheverell's Account of the Isle of Man, ed, 1702, p. 14.
Someed in the original."— Dr. Johnson indignantly asked him, " Sir, do you understand the original ?"—Tytler. " No, Sir."—Johnson. " Why, then, we see to what this testimony comes:—Thus it is."—He afterwards said to me, " Did you observe the wonderful confidence with which young Tytler advanced, with his front already brasedt" '
